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Friday 12th March 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
Well done parents and carers - what a fabulous job you did during Lockdown Number 3!
We are delighted that the children have all come back keen and eager to see their teachers and their friends. We
have tried to make their first week back a gentle transition as they rebuild their stamina for learning.
However, we have been pleasantly surprised by how quickly they are settling back into the rhythms and routines
of school life, with very few tears or wobbles, which is testament to the work you have put in, supporting them
through lockdown as well as the transition back into school. There are a few tired-looking children about the
place today, for sure, but lots of smiley faces too.
Next week, teachers will gently start to establish where there might be gaps in their learning, to ensure that these
are addressed through our carefully planned recovery curriculum.

A prayer for us all from our Chair of Governors, Mr Derek Hall
“As schools welcome all pupils back, please pray for schools in the Bath area:
 that teachers, support staff, children and their parents/carers stay safe with the full re-opening of schools;
 that teachers and support staff will have the wisdom to identify clear priorities for each child and understand
the challenges which some pupils may face in returning to the classroom;
 for the wellbeing and resilience for our teaching and support staff in the face of constantly changing
circumstances and that they will be able to maintain a reasonable work-life balance;
 that teachers and support staff will be vaccinated soon;
 that parents will have confidence and feel secure as their children return to school after extended periods of
home learning;
 that each day will bring renewed Hope.”

WASPS Computers on loan for remote learning
If your family was loaned a WASPS computer for learning from home purposes, please return it to school by Friday
19th March. It can be handed in at the school office. Mrs Badger will sign the loan agreement to confirm you
have returned the laptop and send a copy to you. Thank you.

Reception pick-up at lunchtime
If you usually collect your child from Reception at 11.45 to take them home for lunch, we would like you to collect
them at 12.00 starting from Monday 15th March. This allows the class teachers time to organise those children
who are staying for lunch and to support those children who are gathering their belongings to go home.
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Pick Up in the afternoon
We are really appreciative of your observance of our one-way system around the school site, which broadly is
working well. We have had one or two comments from concerned parents about bunching at the end of the
school day, both on the main drive and along the Broadmoor Lane pavements, so we would be most grateful if
you would continue your efforts to observe social distancing.

Literature Week – Classic Literature
During the last week of this term, the school will celebrate classic literature in a week-long bonanza of activities.
Each class will focus on one classic text and explore it in detail through their literacy lessons. As part of Literature
Week we are inviting each child to bring to school a book that they have enjoyed reading, but are now happy to
give away. These books will be put into a ‘treasure box’ for another class in the year group to enjoy. It would be
lovely if children could put a post-it note, letter or slip of paper in the book to explain why they enjoyed it so
much, or who their favourite character was.
During the week, children will complete a treasure hunt, as a class, to discover their new box of books. We would
welcome donations of books in good condition, but please don’t worry if the child’s name is in the front of the
book. Each class will get to keep the box of books that they 'find' on their treasure hunt to add to their book
corners.

Introduction to Thrive
We have introduced the Thrive Approach in school to support all children's emotional and social development
and to build resilience. Please look on the WASPS website under your child's year group to find a link to further
information about Thrive at WASPS.

Schools Let's Count Day
You may remember we told you about Let's Count!, which is taking place in school this coming Monday, 15th
March. We have been aware of a lot of “tallying” happening around school this week! Let’s Count is a programme
for school children to learn about National Census Day that is happening nationally on Sunday 21st March.
If you would like to know more about Let's Count!, you will find more information here:
https://census.gov.uk/media-and-campaigns/census-education-resources-programmes/
https://www.ichild.co.uk/

Red Nose Day – Friday, 19th March
Next Friday, Red Nose Day, needs our pupils' superpowers! If we've learnt one thing in the last 12 months, it's
that life is unpredictable. One thing we can always rely on though is the power of laughter. It can change things.
It can connect us. It can be the difference. That's why, on Friday 19th March, we need the children to help change
the world with the “power of funny”. We would love the children to come to school dressed as a superhero and
share a funny joke to spread their powers and make someone laugh. Children do not have to wear full costume,
a gesture such as a mask or cape is fine, but a joke is strongly encouraged!
We ask that if you can, you consider making a small donation via Parentpay to help make a big difference in a
very difficult time. All donations will go directly to Comic Relief. However, there is no expectation that everyone
will. This is of course entirely voluntary.
Red noses will only be on sale via this link https://shop.comicrelief.com/collections/red-nose-day-2021
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This Red Nose day there are 10 red noses! Well, 9 red noses and one extremely rare gold nose, all of which are
the most fantastically fun woodland creatures you have ever met. These noses are no ordinary noses; they are all
100% plastic free. These are, without doubt, the greenest red noses ever created!

More information can be found at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/blue-peter
https://www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday/fundraise/free-downloads/
Remember, by taking part you are making the world a funnier place.

Girls Cricket Challenge Book
To celebrate International Women’s Day, Somerset Cricket Board have teamed up with Western Storm captain,
Sophie Luff, to launch a Girls’ Cricket Challenge Book. The book contains challenges that involve practising cricket
skills, cricket themed conundrums, creative activities, along with wellbeing activities and much more. There are
some “money can’t buy” prizes including signed Western Storm polo shirts, a bespoke visit to the Somerset
County Ground, along with the chance to attend a match.
If your child is interested in taking on the challenge, please contact Mr. Taylor and the details can be shared
with you via Class Dojo.

Easter Holiday Camps – 12 to 16th April, Kingswood School
Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter for information on Easter Holiday Camps run by Next Thing
Education, https://nextthing.education/product/bath-camp/

Prospective Parents
Can we please remind parents that school places for siblings at WASPS for September 2021 need to be applied
for. Please do not assume that this is automatic! If you are intending to send another child to WASPS in 2021,
and have not applied for a place, please email the school office immediately and make your application to B&NES
using the link below. Bath & NE Somerset Council oversee the Admissions process for Reception places each
September. Information on the application process can be found at: https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-primaryschool-place-reception
If you have any questions, you can contact B&NES Admissions who will be able to provide you with full guidance
and definitive advice on the admissions process and how to apply at this stage. Their contact details are:
BANES School Admissions, telephone 01225 394312, or email admissions_transport@bathnes.gov.uk

Household Rapid Testing for Covid-19 for those without symptoms
Last week we let you know that the government is now encouraging households to test twice-weekly for Covid19, using Lateral Flow tests.
Further information including where to get these tests from, can be found here:
Find your nearest rapid lateral flow test site: https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
Find your nearest home test kit collection point:
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
Order rapid lateral flow home test kits: https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
Please see the information from B&NES Council at the end of this letter.
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Contacting your child’s teacher
As you can appreciate it is not possible to discuss individual issues at drop-off because of the need to keep the
flow moving. If you have queries, please email the school office in the normal way ensuring your child’s name
and class are in the subject line, and we will respond as soon as we can. We respectfully ask that you do not visit
the school buildings but instead continue to email or telephone regarding any concerns.

PE Kit
Just a reminder please:
We would like children to wear their PE kit all day on the days they have PE. Teachers will inform their pupils of
which days are PE days. PE kit should not be left in school. Thank you.

School Uniform
We expect pupils to be smartly dressed in school uniform and we ask you to keep it washed as often as is
practicable. Whilst the weather is still quite chilly at times, and as we need to continue to ventilate the buildings
well, children are encouraged to bring extra clothing in to keep warm. Plain and dark is preferable, but the
important thing is that nobody is cold! We do appreciate that some of our pupils have grown considerably and
may have outgrown clothes and shoes. Please try to keep them as smart as possible until school uniform
and/or shoes can be replaced.

Covid symptoms
If your child does become unwell while in school, we are using specific rooms where they can be looked after
away from the other children. If you receive a call to come and collect your child, please make sure that you come
as quickly as possible. Thereafter, the Government rules around isolation for your child and your family will apply
if your child has symptoms of Covid-19. Please note that it is vital that we have up to date contact details for
you.
Please email any recently changed mobile numbers to the school office.
If any household member develops symptoms, or indeed has a positive Covid-19 test, please inform the school
office immediately and follow the latest government guidance:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-youhave-coronavirus/
As a school, we cannot completely eradicate any risk of infection, but we continue to maximise the safety of our
children and school community as far as we possibly can.

Breakfast Club and Afterschool Centre
The Breakfast Club and the Afterschool Centre are up and running in the Café Hall in Middle WASPS. Drop-off
and pick-up follow a one-way system, down the drive and diagonally back across Middle WASPS playground to
the double yellow doors.
Please may we remind you of the following email addresses for any Breakfast Club or Afterschool Centre enquiry:
 breakfastclub@wasp-school.org.uk
 afterschoolcentre@wasp-school.org.uk
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Community Wellbeing Hub
If you are vulnerable and need help getting food, medicine, housing or other essential items, are feeling isolated,
or concerned about your physical and mental wellbeing the Community Wellbeing Hub can help.
Bath & North East Somerset Council, working with 3SG, Virgin Care, and local NHS colleagues, have set up the
Hub to give advice and support to those who need it during Covid-19. If you need support to self- isolate please
contact them on the number below so as we can support you through this process.
If you can get support from family, friends or the local community, or can order food or medication online,
please continue to do so. This means staff operating the phone line can prioritise those who need the most
help and get to calls as quickly as possible.
Call the Community Wellbeing Hub on 0300 247 0050 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday.
Email BATHNES.thehub@virgincare.co.uk
Website: http://communitywellbeinghub.co.uk
Text 07870 868368
Follow us on Twitter @cwhbanes
If you need to contact the council about its services please ring Council Connect on 01225 394041 or
email Council_connect@bathnes.gov.uk

Reminders
Attendance
From 8th March, school attendance is mandatory and our usual rules on attendance now apply. As a reminder,
your child should self-isolate and not come to school if they:
 Have coronavirus symptoms or have tested positive; Live with someone who has symptoms or have
tested positive; Are a close contact of someone who has tested positive
Our Safety Measures
Rest assured that we’re doing everything we can to make sure our pupils can return to school as safely as
possible. We’ll be continuing to take the following protective measures:
 Distancing where possible; Frequent and regular handwashing; Good ventilation; Regular cleaning of
frequently touched surfaces; Good respiratory hygiene – Catch it, Bin it, Kill it.
Travelling to School Safely
Please read the following information from the Department for Education:
Further information can be found in the DfE’s guidance on transport to school and other places of education.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumnterm-2020
If you live a short distance from your school or college, walk, cycle or scoot to and from school wherever it is
possible and safe to do so.
 Avoid sharing a car with anyone outside of your household or support bubble.
 If you are using public transport to get to school or college, plan ahead and allow more time for your
journey.
 When you are travelling by public or dedicated school transport, don’t forget to:
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o

o
o
o

wear a face covering (unless you are exempt, including if you are aged 11 and under). It is
important you wear them for the entirety of your journey, including inside a bus or train
station
social distance where possible
wash or sanitise your hands regularly
be considerate to fellow passengers and staff

We wish you a happy weekend,
Mrs Sarah Halls
Headteacher

Mrs Sharon Badger
Deputy Headteacher
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COVID 19 Rapid Testing for those without symptoms
Briefing for parents and carers, Information correct as of 11th March 2021
The information below has been provided by B&NES Public Health Team. It tells you about testing
your child and household when you are ‘asymptomatic’ which means you DO NOT have any symptoms
of Covid -19
Key messages
• 1 in 3 people with Covid-19 don’t have any symptoms so it is important we find as many of
these cases as possible to stop the spread
• There are two types of tests that can be used to see if you are positive.
-

A Lateral Flow Test (sometimes called a rapid test) which is used for people who do not
have symptoms of COVID 19 and gives a result in 30 minutes.
A PCR test (Polymerase Chain Reaction) which needs to be sent to the lab for analysis gives
results usually within 48hrs

•

School staff are taking Lateral Flow Tests twice a week to make sure they keep your child and
everyone in the school safe
• If your child is secondary school aged, they will have been offered 3 lateral flow tests in school
and will then be given kits to bring home and use twice a week
• If you are an adult in a household (childcare or support bubble) with a school / college age child,
you can collect self-test kits so that you can also check yourself at home
• Other workers and volunteers in B&NES can have regular tests by visiting a Local Rapid Covid19 site. This is a different centre to the one for people with symptoms
• If you or child do test positive for Covid-19 then it is important you follow the advice you are
given
• Support is available locally if you do need to self-isolate
Around one in three people with COVID-19 don't have symptoms, so rapid COVID 19 tests or lateral
flow tests (LFT) help us find cases of the virus, to break chains of transmission, so people can selfisolate and reduce the spread of the virus in B&NES.

Collection of home self-test kits in B&NES
Households of school/college-aged children, their childcare and support bubble can collect Rapid COVID 19
tests from the local PCR testing sites at the 1st Keynsham Scouts HQ in Ashton Way, Keynsham and Carpenter
House, Broad Quay, Bath by following this link https://find-covid-19-rapidtest-sites.maps.test-andtrace.nhs.uk/. Please check opening times of each test site before visiting by clicking on the venue link in the
map.

Secondary and primary schools will be providing Rapid Covid-19 tests for staff. Secondary schools
will also provide tests for students and you can find more information about this here,
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupilsand-staff?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=ca1c659b-95d6490e-87c6-d6c09e85ecfb&utm_content=daily
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If you or your child test positive using a rapid home self-test kit






you should report the result of a home test as soon as possible. Report a rapid lateral flow test
result on GOV.UK , https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
you need to get a confirmatory PCR test via the link below or call
119 to book a test. https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
Continue to self-isolate until you get the results of the PCR test. Follow the advice given when you get
the result.
A negative confirmatory PCR test result means the person and their household are released from the
requirement to self-isolate.

If you or your child test positive after having a rapid lateral flow test at a test site

• A confirmatory PCR test is NOT required
•
•

you and anyone you live with must self-isolate immediately.
The self-isolation period includes the day you had the test and the next 10 full days. Find out
how long to self-isolate.

Please note: There is a legal requirement to self-isolate on receipt of a positive LFT result
completed at a test site (including at a school). A subsequent PCR result, if negative, does not
over-ride the LFT positive result and you will still need to self-isolate.
Other ways of getting a rapid COVID 19 test
Local authority community test sites
B&NES Council opened its first rapid Covid-19 test site at the Apex Hotel in Bath on Monday 1 March 2021.
Anyone who lives or works in B&NES and is an essential worker, volunteer or unable to work from home can
book a quick, free and easy lateral flow test. Appointments are available in five-minute slots and can be booked
up to two weeks in advance via www.bathnes.gov.uk/rapidtest.

Testing at these sites is assisted, which means you will swab yourself under the supervision of a trained
operator. The test process, including registration on arrival takes around 15 minutes and results are sent
by text or email, usually within one hour.
Anyone working out in the community is being encouraged to get tested at least once per week – and
preferably twice weekly, 3-5 days apart.
Further sites will open at the Masonic Hall in Keynsham (Monday 8 March) and the Centurion Hotel in
Midsomer Norton (Wednesday 10 March). And all sites will be open from 7am to 7pm, Monday to
Saturday.

Workplace testing
All employers, both public and private sector, including those with less than 50 employees can now
access rapid asymptomatic testing through the governments institutional testing delivery channel.
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Employers can access information and register an interest here https://www.gov.uk/getworkplacecoronavirus-tests

Home ordering service
If you cannot get tested at your workplace, or are unable to go to a test site or collect test kits, you can
order a home test kit online.
Do not order online if you can get a test through other methods. This frees up home delivery for those
who need it most. Follow the link below to order.
Order rapid lateral flow home test kits
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
Support to self-isolate
Help is available in B&NES for anyone needing support to self-isolate via the community wellbeing
hub https://www.compassioncb.org.uk/wellbeing

•
•
•

Call 0300 247 0050 (phone line is open 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday)
Email BATHNES.thehub@virgincare.co.uk
Text 07870 868368

The government has introduced a Test and Trace Support Payment of £500, to help people who have
lost income due to the need to self-isolate. To find out if you are eligible;
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-information-andadvice/apply-test-and-tracesupport-payment
To find out more about lateral flow tests please visit: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/understandinglateral-flow-antigen-testing-forpeople-without-symptoms
If you have any further questions about asymptomatic testing in B&NES please contact
rapid_test@bathnes.gov.uk
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