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Friday 15th January 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
We are incredibly pleased to see and hear how well the majority of our pupils have been engaging with home
learning, and have had an overwhelmingly positive response to what we are doing. Thank you for the appreciative
comments many of you have sent in about the remote learning that our teachers are providing. We have been
delighted by the wide range of appreciative comments, giving examples of why the system is working well for
many of you and your children.
For those at home, we recognise that some days will go better than others, and encourage you to celebrate all of
the positives. If you are concerned or require support, then you can of course contact your child’s class teacher
via the school office.
In line with government guidance, and following our school vision of home learning, the home learning provision
mirrors what is happening in school each day.
The home learning we are providing is as follows:
Time allocation (to include teacher input, activities and independent work):
 Early Years and KS1 – approximately 3 hours per day
 KS2 – approximately 4 hours per day
Teacher inputs are pre-recorded by staff to allow children to watch multiple times, and pause and play when
needed. This allows families to access lessons at a time of their choosing, as we recognise that many families
are juggling time, space and access to a computer.
Some of the lessons may have been externally sourced (for example from Oak Academy), but only if the
lessons align with our curriculum.
Daily learning includes Literacy, Maths and wider curriculum tasks each day.
We use a stars system to rate the challenge level of work (1 star = easier, 2 stars = normal, 3 stars = more
challenging). We hope that your child will be motivated to work at a level that challenges them, however
there may be days where choosing the 1 star option will allow them to work with more confidence and
independence.
Spellings and times tables activities are provided each day in KS2.
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PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic), Thrive and wellbeing activities are included throughout the
week.
We encourage you to sign up to ClassDojo so that your child can share their learning with their class teacher.
ClassDojo is checked every day to monitor pupils’ engagement with home learning, and depending on how
often work is shared by the child, teachers will provide feedback to each pupil at least once a week, offering
positive comments and some suggestions on how to make improvements to some of the pieces of work.
We continue to review our provision on a frequent basis.
We do realise that for some of you it is very tough to once again have your children learning at home, with many
of you trying to do your own jobs or run businesses at the same time. However, we would ask that you do try to
bear in mind that our teachers really are doing their absolute best to fulfil all of the expectations on them. Please
avoid taking out your frustrations on them!
As you may have seen in the news, schools have received a much higher uptake than last spring, of Critical Worker
and Vulnerable places during this phase of school closures, and WASPS is no different. In fact, we are still receiving
further requests for places. Therefore, if you have requested a place as a Critical Worker, we now are requesting
evidence that confirms your status. Kindly forward your evidence to the school office (either an email or a
photocopy) by the end of Tuesday 19th January. If you are unable to provide suitable evidence, then the offer of
a Critical Worker school place will be rescinded. In the interests of reducing the spread of the Coronavirus, the
current DfE information encourages Critical Workers to keep their children at home if at all possible. We are,
naturally, motivated to support our school and local community in the combat of the disease, and to keep
everybody as safe as possible.
If you have been offered a place in school for your child, please keep this to as few days as you can manage.
If your child has been offered a place in school and is unwell or isolating due to Covid reasons, please remember
to inform the School Office.
From next week we will be asking those children coming into school, from Year 3 upwards, to make their own
way to their classrooms each morning, just as they did in the Autumn Term. Children in Little WASPS and Year 2
will still have a member of staff directing them to their classrooms. The drop off and pick up timings remain the
same: 8:45 – 9:15am and 3.10 - 3.45pm.

Free Electronic Reading Books to Support your Child's Reading at Home
Please see the information below from Oxford Owl, Oxford University Press, regarding free ebooks.
You can register to access free reading books to share at home with your child(ren), these include Read Write
Inc., Oxford Reading Tree, Tree Tops and Project X books. These are available from Oxford Owl for Home – simply
register and find the book suitable for your child.
Follow this link https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
Register as a parent
Click on the ‘Oxford Owl for home’ icon
Use the green tool bar at the top and click on Books
Use the drop-down menu to select ‘eBook library’
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Click the pink icon ‘Browse the eBook library’
Browse the library and select suitable reading books by age
Follow our WASPS guide to reading to help at home https://www.wasp-school.org.uk/about-us/waspsteaching-phonics-reading-spelling-writing/
Guidance from Oxford Owl to support reading with your child:
Year 0 https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-4-5-reception/
Year 1 https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-5-6-year-1/
Year 2 https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-6-7-year-2/
Year 3 https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-7-8-year-3/
Year 4 https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-8-9-year-4/
Year 5 https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-9-10-year-5/
Year 6 https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-10-11-year-6/
Remember to encourage your child to read little and often and have fun.

Reception Parents
In the interests of reducing the spread of the virus, we are encouraging our children to be as independent as
possible when they are in school, and we would like you to support them to learn how to fasten and unfasten
their coats so that staff are not required to support them.

Free School Meals
As of next week, for those parents whose children are learning at home, and are eligible, we will be providing
Tesco food vouchers for the next two weeks. We then hope to move to the government’s National Food Voucher
Scheme. Eligible parents will receive their voucher by email.

Contact Information
It is extremely important for you to make sure that we have your correct contact information on file at school.
Please make sure you communicate any changes to your contact information. It is vital that the contact details
we hold on file are correct in case of an emergency. Thank you.

Emailing the School Office
Please remember to put your child’s full name and class in the subject line whenever you email the School Office.
This will help us in dealing with the understandably high volume we are currently receiving. Thank you.

Mental Health & Wellbeing – Information for Parents from B&NES Council
Looking after your mental health
The coronavirus pandemic is going to affect daily life. This may be a difficult time for children and young people.
Some may react immediately, while others may show signs of difficulty later on. How a child or young person
reacts can vary according to their age, how they understand information and communicate, their previous
experiences, and how they typically cope with stress. Adverse reactions may include worrying about their health
or that of family and friends, fear, avoidance, problems sleeping or physical symptoms such as stomach ache.
During this time, it is important that you support and take care of your family’s mental health – there are lots of
things you can do, and additional support is available if you need it.
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Looking after your own mental health
As well as thinking about the children or young people in your care, it is important to take care of your own mental
health and wellbeing. Children and young people react, in part, to what they see from the adults around them.
When parents and carers deal with a situation calmly and confidently, they can provide the best support for their
children and young people. Parents and carers can be more supportive to others around them, especially children,
when they are better prepared.
There's support available if you feel you or they need it. Click on the link below to access the NHS website, Every
Mind Matters: https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
MindEd for families is a free online educational resource on children and young people’s mental health for all
adults, which can support parents and carers through these exceptional circumstances:
https://mindedforfamilies.org.uk/

Support from Bath Rugby Foundation
We have been asked by Bath Rugby Foundation to let you know about their latest Community Breakout Project
in the week of the 18th of January which continues their focus on supporting families within their homes. Details
of how to access this support can be found here:
https://www.wasp-school.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Primary-School-PG-Letter.pdf
This time, they are offering a food parcel delivered to the home address, a ready-prepared meal, fun activities
including a craft activity and materials for the entire family to do at home together and two live streamed virtual
Zoom sessions in the form of a 10-minute exercise workout and 30-minute cooking lesson.

Feedback about Christmas Cards made by children
Many of our pupils were involved in making Christmas cards to send to members of our local community who
may have been feeling lonely or vulnerable. We received some very warm, appreciative messages of thanks –
please pass this on if your child was involved.

Royal Horticultural Society – Jobs for January
Please click on the following link to access some information/ideas for pupils for things to do outdoors from the
RHS: https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/news/news-results/national/2021/january/jobs-for-january

Big Bath Sleep Out – At Home!
Julian House Charity have asked us to share the following information concerning their Sleep-Out event:
“Help people experiencing homelessness and sign up to join Julian House's Big Bath Sleep-Out: At
Home happening on Friday 5th March. This year, Julian House is challenging you to sleep outside in your
garden with your family for one night. In order to raise money to help people experiencing homelessness
you could ask your friends and family to sponsor you. The money you raise will help provide a safe shelter
for people who don’t have a home and are forced to sleep outside every night. For more information and
to sign up visit: http://www.bigbathsleepout.co.uk/”
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Christmas Colouring Competiton
The Deputy Manager at Bath Weston Express Tesco has been in touch with the following information for the
pupils who entered the Tesco Christmas Colouring Competition:
“I hope you are all well and had a lovely break over the festive period! Whilst we were here for most of it,
the pictures some of your students drew for us really made us smile. We were incredibly impressed with
their artistic abilities.

Congratulations

to the following pupils who won the competition in three of the specified age

groups:
 Age 6 and under - Cian (Class 1C)
 Age 7 to 9 years - Nancy (Class 3SS)
 Age 10 and over- Freddie B (Class 6SN)
The pictures were displayed in Tesco during the festive period and have now been moved to the Tesco
colleague room as part of the 'looking back at Christmas' display!”

What’s On in Weston
We have received communication from the ‘What’s on in Weston’ team to say that they will not be producing a
magazine for March to June.
Instead, please feel free to visit the website - www.wown.live , subscribe to updates on the website
- www.wown.live/subscribe and to follow on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/WOWN.Live

Next Thing Education Camps
Please see the flyer at the end of the letter or click on the following link for information on Next Thing Education
Tech Holiday Camps https://nextthing.shortcm.li/Z5dZew

Reminders
Safety measures on the school site
Given the current concerns about the levels of Covid-19, may we please urge you all to do everything in your
power to support our safety measures:
 Consider wearing a face covering at all times on the school site, unless you are exempt
 Meticulously respect the 2 metre social distancing guidelines
 Respond promptly if anyone in the household develops Covid symptoms
(see https://www.wasp-school.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Covid-19-A-quick-guide-forparents-and-carers-04.01.21.pdf A Quick Guide for Parents and Carers)
B&NES Admissions Consultation 2022-23 Academic Year
Bath & North East Somerset Council is consulting on the proposed schemes for co-ordination of admissions and
the admission numbers to all maintained schools and academies for the 2022/23 school year. All the consultation
documents are available by clicking on the link below:
Admissions Consultation 2022/23
The consultation started on 11th December 2020 and will end on 31st January 2021. To respond to this
consultation please send your comments by email to: admissions_transport@bathnes.gov.uk . Alternatively,
you can write to The Admissions & Transport Unit, B&NES Council, Manvers Street, Bath, BA1 1JG.
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Food On Our Doorstep
Please see the link on our website for information about this valuable local initiative.
With our very best wishes,
Mrs Sarah Halls
Mrs Sharon Badger
Headteacher
Deputy Headteacher

Setting Up Class Dojo as a Family
We intend to use Class Dojo to receive work from pupils who are isolating at home or from whole
classes in the case of a full or partial lockdown/closure. Work will still be set via the school website but
if you would like to share your child’s work with their teacher and receive feedback, uploading it to the
Class Dojo website will allow this. This is completely free.

1. Please create a Dojo account by going to
classdojo.com and signing up as a parent. You can do
this on a browser or you can download a Class Dojo
app. Once we are aware that your child is isolating at
home, we will send you a link which will allow you to
connect your child’s account with their teacher’s
account.

2.

Once you have used this link to connect
your child’s account to their teacher’s account you
will be able to send and receive messages. If your
child completes some work set on the website,
they will be able to send a photo of the work, a
photo of themselves completing the task or a file
of their completed work to their teacher.

Please be aware that the purpose of Dojo is for your child to communicate with their teacher. If you
have any questions from yourself as a parent, please email the school office as you usually would.
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